It was with this idea in mind that the Michigan Land Economic Survey undertook a different method pf procedure in the mapping of a special soil project in Cheboygan and Presque Isle Counties.
The northern 'part of this area has some agricultural development, principally around the town of Onaway and along the main trunk line roads. The southern part lies within the boundary of the Presque Isle State Forest where fire lines and other improvements have been made. This part of the project could have been mapped without aerial photographs at a fair rate of progress and the normal degree of accuracy. However, most of the area is wild, cut-over land, which is rather rough in places, and cut up quite badly with swamps, lakes, and streams. Our experience has been that the standard method of compassing and pacing along land lines through dense swamps and over hills and valleys is time consuming and hard work to say nothing of the chances for inaccuracy. We are convinced that good aerial photographs, when properly used, will give more accurate and reliable soil and base features than can be obtained by other methods of mapping. The problem we must solve is how to use the aerial photographs in our mapping.
Probably the most important feature of the method used in Cheboygan and Presque Isle Counties is the field sheet on which the soil conditions are mapped. The sheet is made by assembling a township mosaic from copies of the original flight photographs. This mosaic is then photographed and reduced to the scale of two inches to one mile; it is then cut into quarters making four field
